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past as to what will prove effective and most promote the
general welfare. It is essential, therefore, if we are to be
true to our American ideals, that we study educational
history and learn from its records what means may wisely
be chosen to reshape the continually changing conditions
so as to meet the ends of democracy.
History of Education in teacher preparation. — In the
past the History of Education has played an important
part in the preparation of teachers. Through a knowledge
of educational experience, especially the thought of great
leaders, which is furnished by this study, it was hoped that
some meafts of solving the important educational problems
of the present might be discovered. Hence the various
civilizations and periods of the past and the educational
classics of the ages were scanned in detail, and consistent
efforts made to transfer their teachings directly to the
present. But as new difficulties and problems kept arising
in current practice and the educational institutions and
processes of modern times were found to be so complex
and intricate, the study of educational history was soon
felt to be inadequate to meet the situation and came to be
discredited as a means of training teachers. It was
generally replaced by more scientific methods of approach
and by endeavors to solve the complicated educational
problems of today through an immediate and direct
study of the facts, rather than through any reproduction
of procedures suggested by past experience.
The History of Education, however, is far from being
such a fruitless study as this tendency would seem to
indicate. That view of it arose from our old attitude
toward it and the way in which it was presented. We can
scarcely hope to glean from the relatively simple society
of the past or the idealistic teachings of educational

